


powerful impact on his audiences is highly evident. By 2016, the number of school pupils who have 
attended Maths Inspiration shows has exceeded 130,000. 

As part of his engagement with schools, Rob has run many workshops for primary and secondary 
teachers on the creative side of maths.  He was also President of the Mathematical Association from 
2007–8, which brought him much closer to the teaching community. 

Not content with aiming inspiration solely at school children, Rob has worked to engage their 
parents with maths. Maths for Mums & Dads, written by Rob and Mike Askew has sold over 
100,000 copies and led to a huge number of family and parent events, including Rob speaking at the 
Hay Literary Festival in 2014 to an audience of 1,000 children. Maths on the Go (2016), also by Rob 
and Mike Askew, has led to collaboration with National Numeracy on workshops to engage with 
parents.  

 In 2016, the National Theatre agreed to let Maths Inspiration shows perform on the mathematical set 
of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, a smash-hit West End stage adaptation of the 
novel by Mark Haddon. 

Therefore, it is fitting that the award of the Christopher Zeeman Medal which was created to 
recognise and acknowledge the contributions of mathematicians involved in promoting mathematics 


