
PÓLYA PRIZE: citation for Martin Liebeck 
 
Short citation:  
Professor Martin Liebeck of Imperial College London is awarded the Pólya Prize for his profound and 
prodigious contributions to group theory, particularly the subgroup structure of simple groups and 
probabilistic group theory. 
 
Long citation:  
Professor Martin Liebeck of Imperial College London is awarded the Pólya Prize for his profound and 
prodigious contributions to diverse aspects of group theory.  
 
A leading authority on the subgroup structure of finite simple groups and a pioneer of probabilistic 
methods in group theory, Liebeck has solved longstanding problems of fundamental importance, built 
powerful bodies of theory, and used group theory to advance fields from geometry to model theory. 
 
In the wake of the classification of finite simple groups and simple algebraic groups over algebraically 
closed fields, attention fell on the structure of their subgroups, particularly the maximal ones. Liebeck 
has pioneered many of the major techniques in this area and proved definitive results. His oeuvre is a 


