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The London Mathematical Society continues to be concerned that increasing involvement 
of  examination boards in preparation, endorsement and publication of textbooks is having 
a detrimental effect on secondary education.

We are alarmed that textbooks are  prepared with contents limited to what is needed for a 
specific  examination  and   then  endorsed  by  the  awarding  body.  Lacking  depth  and 
covering a limited range of subject material, such textbooks give students little incentive or 
opportunity to engage with broader and richer material; they do not foster an appreciation 
of their subject’s subtleties.  

This practice results in reducing the intellectual  endeavour of  learning to a boring drill 
aimed squarely at passing the relevant examination; it narrows students' horizons, sets for 
them false criteria of personal achievement, and de-professionalises teachers. 

To this has recently been added another concern – namely the increasing involvement of 
examination  boards  in  Continuing  Professional  Development  (CPD)  of  teachers.  This 
trend combines with the links between examination boards and production of textbook to 
reinforce the tendency of teaching to the test. CPD sessions run by exam boards are likely 
to focus oithtoiN


